










He aha te raruraru? 
What is the matter?

Käore au i te pai 
I am not feeling very well

Waea atu ki te rata/ täkuta! 
Someone call a doctor! 

He whakapiri täu? 
Do you have a sticking plaster?

Kei te tino mamae taku 
waewae/üpoko 

My leg/head is really sore

Aue te mamae e! 
Ow, I am in pain!

Ka änini taku mähunga i te hoihoi 
Loud noises give me a headache

Hei äpöpö, ka ora ake koe 
You’ll feel better tomorrow

Kei te rongo au i te auahi 
I think I smell smoke

Käore he neke i Aotearoa 
There are no snakes in Aotearoa

Basic grammarThe basic structure of 
a simple sentence  
in reo Mäori is: (Tense marker) + verb + subject + object

The verb form always remains the same and 
is modified by tense markers

For instance
Kei te  Present tense (I am)
Kua Past perfect (I have been)

 Kei te taraiwa ahau I am driving         
 Kei te taraiwa koe You are driving
 Kei te taraiwa ia He/she is driving
 Kei te taraiwa a Hone i te motokä John is driving the car

 Kua taraiwa ahau I have driven
 Kua taraiwa körua You (2) have driven
 Kua taraiwa mäua We have driven
 Kua taraiwa ia He/she has driven
 Kua taraiwa a Rihari  Richard has driven

 I haere ahau I went
 I haere mäua We (not you) went
 I haere tätou We (all) went
 I haere täua ki te  We (you and I) went   
 whare taonga to the museum

 Ka kai ahau I will eat
 Ka kai tätou We will all eat

I Past imperfect (I was)
Ka Future (I will)

Au/ahau I/me
Koe You (1 person)
Ia  He, she, him, her
Täua We, us (2 people)  
 including you
Mäua We, us (2 people)  
 excluding you
Körua You (2 people)

Räua They, them (2 people)
Tätou We, us (more than 2 people)  
 including you
Mätou We, us (more than 2 people)  
 excluding you
Koutou You (more than 2 people)
Rätou They, them (more than  
 2 people)

Wetewete reo
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